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pregnant and bare children in December 1944/January and February 1945 

which provided a spark of hope. When an exhibit about the birth of children in 

concentration camps was opened at the Dachau Memorial in 2010 (sixty-five 

years after the Liberation of the camp), all seven "Kauferinger babies" came and 

were present.[10] Two of the mothers were still alive. Visits to Dachau/the 

Kaufering camps by victims and their immediate descendants have become 

less frequent, though. 

Few people in Landsberg, the town with a prison that was once the pilgrimage 

site for young Nazis to see the "Fuehrer's Gell" (where Hitler was imprisoned in 

1924/25 after the Beerhall Putsch of 1923), wanted to know about the camps 

and the fate of the prisoners in the 1950s/1960s. lt was not until1993 that 

regular commemoration services were created by Local organizations. A 

European Holocaust Site was established at the Kaufering VII Camp South of 

Landsberg, where several remaining housing structures from 1944/45 still exist. 

These barracks barely survived the elements and acts of vandalism over 

seventy years. ln the Last few years, the Local Landsbarger Zeitgeschichte 

history group, a non-profit organization und er the leadership of Manfred Deiler, 

initiated and implemented the preservation and rehabilitation of three of the 

structures which housed up to ninety warnen prisoners each. The buildings 

were the result of an innovative way of constructing vault ceilings with clay 

components (according to a Fusee Ceramic System). The local group which has 

many active Landsberg high school student members was not only successful 

in saving these important physical reminders of the camps, but it has also 

been involved in public memorywerk and research projects to reconstruct 

"Kaufering" for a future documentation center. While the grass covered 

h". .. .,;ng structures from 1944/45 are again standing, they are not yet open for 

tion to the general public. ln another two or three years, the organizers 

to see their site emerge as a well-designed and equipped destination for 

:aust tourism. 

; seminal article about the "Afterlife of the Camps,"[11] historian Harold 

Miucuse maintains that in the immediate post WW II years the subsidiary 

camps, including some of the warst forced Labor camps, were simply 

abandoned and often neglected for decades to come. He also argues that 

educational werk at Holocaust sites is still in its infancy (and deserves more 

attention). Fortunately, progress has been made on this front. ln Dachau, for 

instance, the guidelines for the educational mission of this historic place have 

recently been re-formulated, with the following five functions to be included in 

a Dachau visit: Learning, contemplation, public memory, personal reflection and 

remembering, and participation in international meetings. With the passing of 

more and moreform er prisoners and a subsequent lass of witnesses of the 

historic events ("Zeit-zeugen"), education at Holocaust memorial sites has not 

become easier. An appropriate narrative needs to be developed in particular for 

today's mostly younger visitors. How to address the complexities of a dark and 

dissonant heritage? New forms of technology in communication and in the 

mediation of historical facts are the future of things to come in Holocaust 

tourism. 

Rudi Hartmann is an Associate Professor C/T at the University of Colorade 

Denver where he teaches the geography of Europe and tourism studies 

including heritage tourism. He is co-editor of the forthcoming Palgrave 

Handbock of Dark Tourism Studies (Philip Stone, Rudi Hartmann, Anthony 

Seaton, Richard Sharpley and Leanne White Eds). 

Photo: Kaufe ring: Exterior of the preserved and rehabilitated barracks, Rudi 

Hartmann 
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